
 

  
  
 

 

  This just in...   
La Camerata  
Newsletter                    November 2011 

  

From all of us at Opera Lyra Ottawa... 
  
Dear friends,   
  
The decision to cancel Opera Lyra Ottawa's two remaining productions this season - The Flying 
Dutchman and Tosca - was a difficult, but necessary, call to make. Financial issues 
throughout the artistic community are an unfortunate reality these days and we are not 
immune.  
  
But this is far from the end of OLO's continuing artistic success! As we take up the challenge to 
strengthen our finances, we are also busy planning for the 2012-2013 season.  
  
We're thrilled to be able to announce that our next season will see a fully staged production of 
La Bohème in September 2012, and a concert version of La Traviata in February 2013.   We 
will also be continuing our community outreach activities to introduce elementary school 
students to opera and to develop the talent of emerging opera singers.  
  
We hope you will continue to support Ottawa's only professional opera company and I look 
forward to seeing you at our next performance! 
  
 

 
 

 
This Just In...reviews of the The Barber of Bytown from the students of 
Roberta Bonder Public School!  
    
The reviews from elementary school students and families after attending   
The Barber of Bytown** were clear. They loved the singing, the characters and the pies! The 
show is about Figaro, a barber from Bytown and jack-of-all-trades, who endeavours to bring 
the young miner Al together with his lady love Rosie despite the devious dealings of the 
dastardly innkeeper, Bart. 
  



  
  
Cathy Thompson, who teaches grades 3 & 4 at Roberta Bonder P.S. wrote to say the production 
was wonderful and students loved it! Here's a sample.  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
**Originally created by Vancouver 
Opera, the set, props and colourful 
costumes were designed by Christine 
Reimer.     
  

 

 
3 Arias, 6 Rising Stars...  
                       
Did you see the article in the Ottawa Citizen about The Brian Law Opera Competition? (3 



 

 
3 Arias, 6 Rising Stars...  
                       
Did you see the article in the Ottawa Citizen about The Brian Law Opera Competition? (3 
arias, 6 rising stars, and $9,000 in prizes). It's taking place this Sat. Nov. 19, 7:00 pm at First 
Unitarian Congregation, 30 Cleary Ave. And the Citizen advises those interested to reserve 
tickets in advance. 
 
There are 6 finalists performing who were selected out of a field of 22 applicants.  Three of the 
finalists are from the Opera Lyra Ottawa Opera Studio: Arminé Kassabian, Emanuel 
Lebel and Bethany Hörst.  Arminé  Emanuel starred in Opera Lyra Ottawa's recent Young 
People's opera - The Barber of Bytown and Bethany starred as the wicked witch in last 
season's production of Hansel & Gretel.   
 
The Brian Law Competition takes place every 2 years and is one of the highest profile vocal 
events to take place in our community.    
    
The competition 2 years ago was sold out and standing room was full.  If any of you are 
interested in coming out to support Opera Lyra Ottawa's Opera Studio artists, get a taste of 
this wonderful event, and hear some fabulous singing, the number to phone to reserve tickets 
is 613-830-9827.  Ticket cost is $25 General, $10 Student. 
    

      
  

  
Bethany Hörst as the witch  

in Hansel & Gretel 
 

Emanual Lebel & Arminé Kassabian - The Barber 
of Bytown 

 
  

                                      
 
 

 
A DIVA Auction thank you... 

Opera Lyra Ottawa would like to recognize and thank our many donors and supporters for their 



contributions to our DIVA Auction 2011, "Puttin' on the Glitz". 
 

Algonquin College School of Hospitality & Tourism 
Alisdair & Hedda Hunter 
Alphonse Morissette 
Ambassador Conference Resort 
Andrée & Torrance Wylie 
Andrew Pirowski 
Anne Alcorn 
Auberge des 3 Canards 
Auberge La Muse & Chez Bouquet Éco-Bistro 
Beckta Dining & Wine 
Biagio's Italian Kitchen 
Big Easy's 
Black Cat Bistro 
Bloomfields Flowers 
Blue Cactus 
Boutique St.Amour 
C.A. Paradis 
Canadian Museum of Civilization 
Canadian Opera Company 
Canin Potetsianakis 
Capital Hill Hotel & Suites 
Carleton University - Learning in Retirement 
Carole Stelmack 
Cayman Island Department of Tourism 
CBC Merchandising/CBC Radio Music 
Charles Gunning 
Chateau Versailles Montreal 
Chelsea Smokehouse 
Chez Fatima Restaurant 
Claude et Suzanne Laverdure 
Clothes by Muriel 
Club Link 
Colette Greco Riddle 
Courtyard Restaurant 
Croisières AML 
Diane Lalonde 
Divino Wine Studio 
Domas Café 
Earlene's House of Fashion 
Ed Fine 
El Meson 
Eliane Saheurs 
Empire Grill 
Farb's Kitchen & Wine Bar 
Ferme Mariposa Farm 
Four Points by Sheraton 
Fraser Café 
Fred Astaire Dance Studio 



Gallerie d'Art Vincent 
Grand Hotel Villa Serbelloni 
Gustel Fischer 
Hardy Mattress & Feather 
Hillary's Dry Cleaners 
Holland America Line 
J.D. Adams 
Jacques Dompierre 
Joe Fidia 
John & Gail Ivanco 
John & Margaret Coleman 
John Jarrett 
Julita Pirozynski 
Justine & Justina 
Knight Enterprises Inc. 
Konrad Von Finkenstein 
KPMG 
La Roma Restaurant 
Le Continental Restaurant 
Les Fougères Restaurant 
L'Orée du Bois 
Lt. Gen. Andrew Leslie (Ret.) & Mrs. Karen Leslie 
Luxe Home Interiors 
Madeleine Finner 
Mafia Jewellery Inc. 
Malcolm McCulloch 
Mamma Grazzi's 
Marianne Feaver 
Marianne's 
Max Yalden 
Max's Shoe Repair & Leather Goods Boutique 
McCulloch Family 
Metropolitain Brasserie 
Mette Baker 
Mirror Lake Inn Resort & Spa 
MKI Travel & Destinos Enterprises 
Monson's Cleaners 
Myrna Alexander 
National Arts Centre 
New Dubrovnik 
New York Philharmonic 
Nicastro Fine Foods 
Oceania Cruises 
Originals by Andrea 
Ottawa Choral Society 
Ottawa Jazz Festival 
Ottawa Senators Hockey Club 
Ottawa Symphony Orchestra 
Pat Flesher Furs 
Patrick Griffith & Madeleine Finner 
Paul Cornforth 



Paul Cornforth 
Paul Couvrette 
Phase 5 
Philippe Dandurand Wines 
Philippe DesRosiers 
Pierre Lagalisse 
Play Food & Wine 
Randall's Decorating Centre 
Restaurant le Saint-Amour 
Richard Robinson 
Rings Etcetera Jewellers 
San Francisco Opera 
Santa Fe Courtyard by Marriott 
Santa Fe Opera 
Sarah Jennings 
Sarasota Opera 
Scotiabank Group 
Shannon Craig 
Shaw Festival 
Sheridan Scott & David Zussman 
Small Luxury Hotels of the World 
Sophie Matta 
Stanley Squires 
Sterling Restaurant 
Stoneface Dolly's 
Stratford Shakespeare Festival 
Suite Dreams Home Emporium 
Terrance Guilbault 
The Snowflake Ball 
The Westin Ottawa 
Three Sixty Hotels & Resorts 
Tom & Beth Charlton 
Tom & Pamela Delworth 
VIA Rail Canada 
Wendy Wynne-Jones 
Zella Baran 
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